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SUBJECT: QADHAFI CAUGHT RED-HANDED 

1 . OUR ONLY COMMENT ON THE ARREST OF A TOTAL OF TEN 
LIBYAN OPERATIVES AT ROME AIRPORT AND IN CAIRO, IS 
THE OBVIOUS ONE: QADHAFI HAS BEEN CAUGHT RED-HANDED 
IN A HARE-BRAINED ATTEMPT TO BRING MUHAYSHI BACK TO 
LIBYA BY FORCE, AFTER FAILING TO TALK HIM 

IN RETURNING PEACEFULLY. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S DENIAL 
OF ANY CONNNECTION WITH THE THREE ARMED MEN ARRESTED AT 
ROME AIRPORT IS MADE UNBELIEVABLE BY ITS OWN 
SIMULTANEOUS REQUEST TO THE ITALIANS FOR THEIR 
RETURN (TRIPOLI 318). NO ATTEMPT HAS BEEN MADE 
TO EXPLAIN WHAT THE OTHER SEVEN MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 
WERE DOING IN CAIRO. WHETHER AL-HUNI WAS ALSO A 
TARGET OF THE GROUP SEEMS LESS CLEAR. ACCORDING TO 
THE LIBYAN PRESS OF MARCH 9, "FOREIGN MINISTER AND RCC 
MINISTER" AL-HUNI ARRIVED IN ROME MARCH 8 FROM CAIRO, WAS 
MET BY AN ITALIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL, AND IN 
UNDERGOING MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS. 
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2. SO FAR, THE REGIME'S PUBLIC REACTION TO THE ARRESTS 
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HAS BEEN TO SUGGEST THAT IT IS ALL SOMEHOW AN 
EGYPTIAN PLOT (TRIPOLI 319), AND TO ACCUSE EGYPTIAN 
AUTHORITIES OF HARASSING I . TBYANYT .TYING IN EGYPT. 
COMMENTING ON THIS, THE "EDITOR OF THE LIBYAN NEWS 
AGENCY (ARNA)" MAKES A VEILED THREAT IN THE PRESS 
OF MARCH 9, NOTING THAT "IF LIBYAN AUTHORITIES WERE 
TO FOLLOW THE SAME METHODS WITH EGYPTIAN CITIZENS, IT 
WOULD BE A GREAT CALAMITY FOR EGYPT". 

3. IN THIS CONNECTION, WE NOTE REPORTS FROM CAIRO, 

CARRIED BY FBIS, THAT EGYPTIAN WORKERS HAVE 

BEEN TURNED BACK AT THE BORDER. THIS APPEARS TO BE 

UNRELATED TO THE ARRESTS IN 

CAIRO AND ROME, AND 

TO BE A PART OF A COMPAIGN TO CONTROL 

IMMIGRATION MORE CLOSELY WHICH BEGAN ABOUT MARCH 4. AN 
OFFICIAL OF THE CONSULAR AFFAIRS 
SECTION OF THE FOREIGN 

MINISTRY CONFIRMED TO US THAT A SYSTEMATIC CHECK OF ALL 
FOREIGNERS HERE WAS UNDERWAY, AND THAT ALL THOSE 
WITHOUT THE PROPER PAPERS WOULD BE IDENTIFIED AND 
EXPELLED. AS PART OF THIS CAMPAIGN, EGYPTIANS AND 
SYRIANS, WHO AS CITIZENS OF THE CONFEDERATION HAVE 
BEEN ALLOWED IN THE PAST TO ENTER THE COUNTRY ON THE 
STRENGTH OF IDENTITY CARDS ALONE, ARE NOW BEING 
REQUIRED TO PRESENT PASSPORTS. THE OFFICIAL DENIED THAT 
THIS WAS AN ANTI-EGYPTAN MEASURE, ALTHOUGH IT WILL 
OBVIOUSLY FALL HARDEST ON EGYPTIAN IMMIGRWLT FTB # 
LIBYA; WHO NOW NUMBER 
MORE THAT 300,000. 
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